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Meetings  Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

MAY   Thursday 19  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Mike Beamish - “Gippsland Short Trips”

JUNE   Thursday 16  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Katherine Horsfall

JULY   Thursday 21  st   comencing 8:00pm  
Annual General Meeting + speaker TBA

AUGUST   Thursday 18  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Chris Larkin - “Hakeas”

MAY   7  th  
APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale

MAY   14  th  
APS Melton and Bacchus Marsh Plant Sale

JUNE   25  th   and 26  th   10:00am – 4:00pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

AUGUST   27  th   and 28  th   10:00am – 4:00pm  
APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 
801 Main Road Eltham.

SEPTEMBER     1  st  
APS Wilson Park (Berwick) Plant Sale,
Wilson Botanic Gardens, Berwick.

Saturday, 10 September to Friday 16 September 2022
Kiama Pavilion, Kiama

Registrations Now Open
To register, go to: https://events.humanitix.com/2022kiama
Further information: https://www.austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022

Conference Tours

About the conference

 The conference kicks off on Saturday 10 September, with a complimentary tour of the Kiama region, followed on 
Sunday by a native plant sale at the Pavilion where you can also pick up any merchandise and complete registration. 
There is a complimentary cocktail event on the Sunday evening.

 The conference sessions and excursions run from Monday to Friday.
 Early bird pricing for the conference is a 10% discount to the full $600 price. This applies until 31 May.
 Travel insurance is strong recommended. Please check the cancellation policy on the website. 
 Health requirements will be in accordance with NSW Government Health Department regulations. However, we 

recommend that people be up-to-date with vaccinations for their protection and the protection of others.

Stories & photos of native plants urgently needed - Can you help?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com
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  BLUE KANGAROO PAW    
A new blue kangaroo paw, ‘Masquerade’ has been created by the
plant breeding team at Kings Park Perth WA.  It is the only blue
variant in existence world-wide and is the result of nearly a decade
of development work by the breeding team.  

True blue flowers are rare in native plants and the commercial
development of the ‘Masquerade’ kangaroo paw required controlled
cross-pollination between green and red-and-green varieties over
many years.

The main technique used to produce hybrids is a process called
recurrent selection. This breeding system selects the top two to four
progeny of each cross rated by the particular attribute. These progeny
are then crossed between themselves, other promising progeny or
backcrossed to their parents.

Species, cultivars and hybrids used as the original parents are selected for features such as extended flowering, flower colour, 
inflorescence presentation, hardiness to cold and heat, tolerance to arid conditions and low nutrients, and form.

The blue kangaroo paw has been developed to be disease tolerant to ink-spot and rust, common issues affecting the plants 
species’ survival.

Distribution began to select commercial nurseries in WA earlier this year.

Thanks to Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority

  LICHENS – Kathleen Ralston – c
On retirement Kathleen developed a keen interest in lichens.  She and her late husband, David, travelled across Australia 
collecting lichens from all types of growing environments, many in our remote, arid outback.  Of course, these specimens had 
to be identified and catalogued.  This led to Kathleen interacting with the few experts in the area and herself becoming an 
expert in Lichenology at the National Herbarium in Melbourne.

Lichens grow everywhere from Australian deserts to Antarctica and come in many colours, sizes and forms.  They are unique 
because they are not a single plant but an association between two separate plants, an alga and a fungus, living in a symbiotic 
relationship. 

A feature of lichens is an open, cup shaped, spore-bearing structure called an apothecium.  When it rains water accumulates in 
the apothecium causing it to eject its spores with explosive force scattering them far and wide.  Each spore is a fungi, so to 
become a lichen it must first find and combine with algae.

Apothecium Lichen showing apotheciums

Lichen Growing on Graeme Stone's Solar Panel Lichens on Granite Boulders - Flinders Island



Examples Showing How Diverse Lichens Can Be

Many thanks to Kathleen for a most interesting talk

  FLOWERS IN BLOOM – c
Geoff Schroder’s Garden

Acacia longissima - Long-leaf Wattle
A slender shrub or small and spreading tree that grows to a

height of about 5 m.  Blooms between January and May and
fruits around November.

Crowea exalata
An attractive small shrub, growing to a height of about 1 metre

and 1m width.  It flowers mainly from late summer to mid-
winter when few other plants are flowering. 



  LONG-LIVED SEEDS  – Bryan Loft – c 
Our block in the Appletree Hill estate which we purchased in 1969 was in a spine of
natural bush kept as a windbreak between two apple orchards.  

In 1974 to prepare for building our house I came out with an axe and felled enough
Eucalypt saplings to make space for the house otherwise the block was untouched.  We
moved in at Easter 1976. 

One morning in February 1977 we were surprised by what seemed like volleys of machine
gun fire; it turned out to be the Hardenbergia violacea on our boundary fence releasing its
seeds in the morning sunshine.  Having recently joined Waverley SGAP I knew the
significance of the event and collected as many seeds as I could and put them in an
envelope which stayed in a drawer until a recent clean up. 

I am also a Friend of Dandenong Valley Parklands who have developed an excellent
nursery, and relevantly a propagation igloo, so In February I gave our propagation expert
half of my stock of seeds for a germination trial.  A month later we were both pleased to
see a few germinated and looking healthy, since then enough have germinated for the
Friends propagation group to prick out a box of 48 tubes.   This is significant because the
Dandenong Valley form of H. violacia had a distinct medium sized Eucalypt-looking leaf
and most of the commercial strains have been contaminated by "Happy Wanderer" genes
which give big leaves and rapid growth.

The Hardenbergia violacea vine lasted on our fence flowering magnificently until the big
drought but never again had seeds. I guess our occupation of the former bushland adversely affected the pollinator.  

Thanks Bryan 

 COMMITTEE
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067
Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213

Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368

 SUPPER ROSTER
May 19th 2022 Jenny Kelso & Geoff Schroder

June 16th 2022 Anna Kane & Sandra Wearne

Please swap if unable to attend

H. violacea 
Dandenong Valley form
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